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 Certified Nursing Assistant is convicted and sentenced  
for criminal abuse 

 
Washington, D.C. – A former certified nursing assistant (CNA) at Washington Nursing 
Facility (WNF),  pled guilty and was sentenced for abuse of a vulnerable adult,  Acting 
United States Attorney Channing D. Phillips and District of Columbia Inspector 
General Charles J. Willoughby announced today. 
 
 On December 30, 2009, Stella McFadden, 22, of Washington D.C., was convicted of 
one count of Criminal Abuse of a Vulnerable Adult in the Superior Court of the District 
of Columbia before the Honorable Florence Pan.  Judge Pan sentenced McFadden to 180 
days in prison, with all but 30 days suspended, and two years of supervised probation.   
McFadden was also ordered to undergo anger management counseling and perform 
forty hours of community service.  Judge Pan imposed an order prohibiting McFadden 
from working with vulnerable adults for the duration of the probation period and 
ordered her to pay $100 to the Victims of Violent Crime Compensation Act fund. 
 
 According to the government's evidence, on October 11, 2009, McFadden 
was employed as a CNA with responsibility for caring for residents of the 
nursing facility.  A nurse witnessed McFadden strike a 68 year-old resident 
multiple times on the face and chest with a closed fist.  
 
 In announcing the conviction and sentence, Acting U.S. Attorney Channing D. 
Phillips and Inspector General Willoughby praised the work of Health Investigator 
Meghan Strickland of the Office of the Inspector General Medicaid Fraud Control Unit 
(MFCU) for her investigation of the matter.  Mr. Phillips and Mr. Willoughby also 
commended Assistant U.S. Attorney Kate Rakoczy and Special Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Jennifer Krochmal of the MFCU who jointly prosecuted the case.   


