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Inspector General 

 
 
 
 
 

717 14th Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005 (202) 727-2540 
 
 

 
November 16, 2010 
 
The Honorable Adrian M. Fenty 
Mayor 
District of Columbia  
Mayor’s Correspondence Unit, Suite 316 
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
 
Dear Mayor Fenty: 
 
Enclosed please find a copy of a Management Alert Report (MAR 10-I-004) entitled DOH Not 
Complying With District Law That Requires Health Professional License Applicants to Undergo 
a Criminal Background Check, that the Office of the Inspector General (OIG) issued to the 
Department of Health (DOH) on August 30, 2010.  Three additional documents are enclosed:  
(1) DOH’s September 15, 2010, response to the MAR; (2) a September 22, 2010, OIG request to 
DOH for a supplemental written response; and (3) DOH’s October 7, 2010, response to that 
request. 
 
The MAR informed DOH that during the OIG’s ongoing re-inspection1 of the Health Regulation 
and Licensing Administration (HRLA), the OIG determined that HRLA has not implemented the 
Licensed Health Professional Criminal Background Check Amendment Act of 2006 (Act).  The 
Act, which became D.C. Law 16-222 effective March 6, 2007, states: 
 

(a) No license or registration shall be issued to a health 
professional before a criminal background check has 
been conducted for that person…. [Emphasis added.] 
 

(b) The criminal background check shall be obtained by the 
Department of Health from the U.S. Department of Justice, 
or from a private agency determined by the Department of 
Health.  The results of the criminal background check shall 
be forwarded directly to the appropriate health licensing 
board. 

 
On July 31, 2009, the Director of DOH published a notice of final rulemaking in the D.C. 
Register that established DOH’s criminal background check procedures.   

                                                 
1 The OIG expects to publish a full report of re-inspection of HRLA later this fiscal year. 
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DISTRIBUTION: 
 
Mr. Neil O. Albert, City Administrator and Deputy Mayor, District of Columbia (1 copy) 
Ms. Valerie Santos, Deputy Mayor for Planning and Economic Development, District of  

Columbia (1 copy) 
The Honorable Vincent C. Gray, Chairman, Council of the District of Columbia (1 copy) 
The Honorable Mary M. Cheh, Chairperson, Committee on Government Operations and the 

Environment, Council of the District of Columbia (1 copy) 
The Honorable David Catania, Chairperson, Committee on Health, Council of the District of 

Columbia (1 copy) 
Ms. Cathy Lanier, Chief of Police, Metropolitan Police Department (1 copy) 
Dr. Pierre Vigilance, Director, D.C. Department of Health (1 copy) 
Ms. Kai A. Blissett, Interim General Counsel to the Mayor (1 copy) 
Ms. Carrie Kohns, Chief of Staff, Office of the Mayor (1 copy) 
Ms. Bridget Davis, Director, Office of Policy and Legislative Affairs (1 copy) 
Ms. Mafara Hobson, Director, Office of Communications (1 copy) 
Ms. Merav Bushlin, Chief of Budget Development and Execution, Office of the City  
    Administrator (1 copy) 
Ms. Cynthia Brock-Smith, Secretary to the Council (13 copies) 
Mr. Peter Nickles, Attorney General for the District of Columbia (1 copy) 
Dr. Natwar M. Gandhi, Chief Financial Officer (4 copies) 
Mr. William DiVello, Executive Director, Office of Integrity and Oversight, Office of the Chief 

Financial Officer (1 copy) 
Ms. Deborah K. Nichols, D.C. Auditor (1 copy) 
Mr. Andrew T. Richardson, III, Interim Director and Chief Risk Officer, Office of Risk   

Management (1 copy) 
Ms. Jeanette M. Franzel, Managing Director, FMA, GAO, Attention:  Norma J. Samuel            

(1 copy via email) 
The Honorable Eleanor Holmes Norton, D.C. Delegate, House of Representatives,  

Attention:  Bradley Truding (1 copy)  
The Honorable Edolphus Towns, Chairman, House Committee on Oversight and Government 

Reform, Attention:  Ron Stroman (1 copy) 
The Honorable Darrell Issa, Ranking Member, House Committee on Oversight and Government 

Reform (1 copy) 
The Honorable Stephen F. Lynch, Chairman, House Subcommittee on the Federal Workforce, 

Postal Service, and the District of Columbia, Attention:  William Miles (1 copy)  
The Honorable Jason Chaffetz, Ranking Member, House Subcommittee on the Federal 

Workforce, Postal Service, and the District of Columbia (1 copy)  
The Honorable Joseph Lieberman, Chairman, Senate Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs, Attention:  Holly Idelson (1 copy) 
The Honorable Susan Collins, Ranking Member, Senate Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs (1 copy) 
The Honorable Daniel K. Akaka, Chairman, Senate Subcommittee on Oversight of Government 

Management, the Federal Workforce, and the District of Columbia (1 copy)  
The Honorable George Voinovich, Ranking Member, Senate Subcommittee on Oversight of 

Government Management, the Federal Workforce, and the District of Columbia (1 copy)  
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The Honorable David Obey, Chairman, House Committee on Appropriations,  

Attention:  Beverly Pheto (1 copy) 
The Honorable Jerry Lewis, Ranking Member, House Committee on Appropriations (1 copy) 
The Honorable José E. Serrano, Chairman, House Subcommittee on Financial Services and 

General Government, Attention:  Dale Oak (1 copy) 
The Honorable Jo Ann Emerson, Ranking Member, House Subcommittee on Financial Services 

and General Government (1 copy) 
The Honorable Daniel K. Inouye, Chairman, Senate Committee on Appropriations,  

Attention:  Charles Houy (1 copy) 
The Honorable Thad Cochran, Ranking Member, Senate Committee on Appropriations (1 copy) 
The Honorable Richard Durbin, Chairman, Senate Subcommittee on Financial Services and 

General Government (1 copy) 
The Honorable Susan Collins, Ranking Member, Senate Subcommittee on Financial Services 

and General Government (1 copy) 
 
 












































































