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Former care giver at a residential group home for developmentally
disabled persons found guilty of abusing a resident

Washington, D.C. - Kadiatu Kanu, a former employee of a District of Columbia
group home for persons with developmental disabilities, has been found guilty of
criminal abuse, simple assault, and attempted possession of a prohibited weapon
following her attack of a resident of that facility in 2006, U.S. Attorney Jeffrey A. Taylor,
Metropolitan Police Department Chief Cathy L. Lanier and District of Columbia Inspector
General Charles J. Willoughby announced today.

Kanu, 26, of Hyattsville, MD, was found guilty of all three criminal offenses on
January 24, 2008, in the Superior Court of the District of Columbia before the Honorable
John H. Bayly, Jr., who will sentence the defendant on March 3, 2008.

According to the government’s evidence at trial, on April 25, 2006, the victim was
a resident of a group home for persons with developmental disabilities operated by
Multi-Therapeutic Services, Inc., located in Northeast Washington, D.C. On that day,
the defendant was one of three staff members assigned to care for the group home
residents, including the victim. At approximately 9:30 p.m., the victim approached the
defendant while she was seated at a table talking on the phone. The victim, using an
open hand, then hit the defendant on her forearm and then sat down on a sofa across
the room. The defendant then retaliated against the victim. A co-worker observed the
defendant walk across the room to where the victim was seated, remove her shoe and
repeatedly strike the victim in the face with the shoe. The co-worker testified that the
victim was unable to defend himself and that he had to physically pull the defendant
away from the victim to stop the attack.

In announcing the outcome of this prosecution, U.S. Attorney Taylor, Chief Lanier
and Inspector General Willoughby praised the work of MPD Detective Kathy Jackson
and Investigator Jonathan Rich of the Office of the Inspector General Medicaid Fraud
Control Unit (MFCU) for their investigation of the attack. Mr. Taylor, Chief Lanier and
Mr. Willoughby also commended the work of Assistant U.S. Attorney Christopher
Zealand and Special Assistant U.S. Attorney Dangkhoa Nguyen of the MFCU, who
jointly prosecuted the case.
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